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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29th, 2020 
A SHARED WORSHIP SERVICE OF GOOD SHEPHERD, ZION, AND 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCHES OF ABERDEEN, SD 
 
Gather 
Prelude:  There Is A Balm in Gilead 
 
Invocation 
 
Call to Worship 
As one church in three locations, 
We gather in Jesus name. 
 
We gather again around the good news of Jesus Christ, 
The hope of the world, the healer of hearts. 
 
Crucified and risen, forgiver of sins, cornerstone of faith, 
We gather to seek God for the healing of our world. Amen. 
 
Hymn ELW 697 Just a Closer Walk 

Refrain: 
Just a closer walk with Thee, 

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
Daily walking close to Thee, 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 
I am weak, but Thou art strong; 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I'll be satisfied as long 
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.  (Refrain) 

 
Through this world of toil and snares, 

If I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. (Refrain) 
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When my feeble life is o'er, 
Time for me will be no more; 
Guide me gently, safely o'er 

To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. (Refrain) 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
We gather, as a community, for some honest words of confession: 
 
Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Scripture declares: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is 
faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen 
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
God who makes all things new, send you Spirit to your people. 
Comfort us in our worry and fear. We see our world is sick and we 
worry for those who serve and the families who await test results. 
But, as you comfort us, call us, Lord. Call us, your church, to tell those 
are afraid about the hope found within us. That dry bones will not 
stay dry forever, and that death is not the last word. Call us to love 
because of what we hear today. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Word 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  
The dry bones of Israel brought to life 
 
John 11:16, 17-44  
Baptismal image: the raising of Lazarus 
 
Sermon   Pastor Leland 
 
Hymn ELW 614 There is a Balm in Gilead 

Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead 

To make the wounded whole 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul 

 
Sometimes I feel discouraged 
And think my work's in vain 

But then the Holy Spirit 
Revives my soul again   (Refrain) 

 
 



If you cannot preach like Peter 
If you cannot pray like Paul 

You can tell the love of Jesus 
And say, "He died for all".  (Refrain) 

 
Don't ever feel discouraged 

For Jesus is your friend 
And if you lack of knowledge 

He'll ne'er refuse to lend   (Refrain) 
 

Special Music Day By Day 
 
Prayers of the People 
O Lord our God, you already know every need we have. But you 
invite us to tell you our needs and have promised to be the One who 
finally meets all of them. Even the ones we cannot yet bear to name 
and the ones we don't even realize we have. So we come to you 
today. In need. 
  
After each prayer: We lift these needs to you. Lord, listen to your 
children praying. 
  
We ask now in all these things we might give thanks and trust that 
Christ has already conquered the world, for us and for our sakes. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial  and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 
Send 
Announcements: 

• Offerings can be mailed to your church or given online 

• Palm Sunday will be led by your home church 
 
Benediction 
 
Song 

Cornerstone 
My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus' Name 
 

Chorus: 
Christ alone cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Savior's love 
Through the storm He is Lord 

Lord of all 
 

When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil  (Chorus) 

 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless stand before the throne  (Chorus) 
 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude Take Up Thy Cross 
 
CCLI Song # 6158927 
Edward Mote | Eric Liljero | Jonas Myrin | Reuben Morgan | William Batchelder Bradbury 
© 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 681026 
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Before it is anything else, today’s gospel is an up-close, deeply 
personal story of grief. Even the movements seem familiar: Jesus is on 
the way, then present to each sister. At last, he stands outside the 
tomb of his friend who has died, and whom the community mourns. 

In today’s first reading, we are swept up with Ezekiel and deposited 
into a wilderness valley full of dry, dead bones. In the valley, God asks 
Ezekiel, “Mortal, can these bones live?” (Ezek. 37:3). Of Lazarus in our 
gospel reading for today, we, like Ezekiel, might also respond: “O Lord 
GOD, you know.” How can dry bones come to life? And how could a 
dead man ever possibly live again? Indeed, we might wonder if it will 
be enough, ever could be enough, that Jesus is “the resurrection and 
the life” (John 11:25). At the same time, we easily understand and 
echo Martha and Mary, who were both accusing angrily and 
confessing hopefully when they said, “Lord, if you had been here . . .” 
(John 11:21, 32). 

As John tells it, Lazarus has been in the tomb four days by the time 
Jesus arrives. By then the whole village is awash in grief. When Jesus 
weeps too, they are amazed at his loving devotion: here is a strong 
sign of connection, a visible reminder that Jesus is truly present 
among human community, not above it. In the end, Jesus does what 
we could never imagine was even a remote possibility. He calls to the 
one entombed; he summons life, like the Spirit blowing over the 
valley in Ezekiel. God is up to something! Here, a sign of signs: God is 
making all things new. 

New life is emerging from the tombs of our world and from the 
shadowed corners of our hearts. May Jesus’ resurrecting power be 
felt deep in our own bones! 
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